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SECRET CAIRO 14144 

DEPT ALSO PASS AID 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID EG US 

SUB J : REQUEST BY CHAIRMAN OF SUEZ CANAL AUTHORITY (SCA) 

FOR U.S. NAVY ASSISTANCE IN REMOVAL OF MINES 

1 . DURING 18 AUGUST MEETING BETWEEN SCA CHAIRMAN 
MASHOUR AND ALUSNA HE ASKED IF ALUSNA AWARE OF THE 
MINES TO THE EAST OF PORT SAID. ALUSNA REPLIED IN THE 
AFFIRMATIVE. AND REVIEWED FOR MASHOUR IN CONSIDERABLE 
DETAIL THE ENTIRE NIMBUS STREAM OPERATION, ENDING 

ON THE NOTE THAT THIS EASTERNMOST OF THE FIVE MINE- 
FIELDS SWEPT IN NIMBUS STREAM WAS STILL IMPLANTED, 

AND WHILE THE MINE BATTERIES ARE APPARENTLY DEAD THE 
MINES ARE STILL SUSCEPTIBLE TO DETONATION DUE TO 
PHYSICAL IMPACT SUCH AS WOULD LIKELY OCCUR DURING 
DREDGING. 

2. MASHOUR THEN ASKED IF U.S. NAVY WOULD PIE, ASF, 

COME AND ELIMINATE THESE MINES. ALUSNA SAID IT WOULD 
BE VERY DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN APPROVAL FOR SUCH AN 
OPERATION. HE POINTED OUT PROBLEMS OF FUNDING, 
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DIFFICULTIES IN MAKING OPERATIONAL ASSETS AVAILABLE, 

AND DANGERS TO PARTICIPATING USN PERSONNEL (THE MINES 
OBVIOUSLY WOULD HAVE TO BE FIRST LOCATED, THEN BLOWN 
IN PLACE). ALUSNA SAID THAT FRANKLY HE THOUGHT THIS 
EFFORT, WHILE PERHAPS NECESSARY, WOULD MORE PROPERLY 
BE THE SUBJECT OF A COMMERCIAL TENDER. MASHOUR SAID 
THAT HE WAS ALREADY NEGOTIATING WITH A U.S. COMPANY 
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ON THE SUBJECT, BUT DOUBTED THE COMPANY'S CAPABILITIIES 
FOR SUCH A JOB. ALUSNA SUGGESTED THAT THERE ARE A 
NUMBER OF COMMERICAL ENTERPRISES WHICH MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED IN SUCH A TASK. MASHOUR THEN SAID THAT 
EVEN SO, HE WOULD LIKE TO ASK FOR USN ASSISTANCE. 

COULD THIS DISCUSSION BE CONSIDERED AN OFFICIAL 
REQUEST? ALUSNA VERY POLITELY SAID NO, IT COULD NOT; 

AN OFFICIAL REQUEST ON THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE PRESENTED 
TO THE AMBASSADOR, PRESUMABLY BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER. 
HERE THE DISCUSSION ENDED. 

3. WE DO NOT YET KNOW WHETHER OR NOT GOE WILL SUBMIT 
OFFICIAL REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF MINES AS FOLLOW-UP 
TO THIS DISCUSSION BETWEEN MASHOUR AND CAPT. BLOCK. 

SHOUL GOE DO SO, WE BELIEVE RESPONSE SHOULD BE 
THAT THIS IS SOMETHING EGYPTIANS CAN HANDLE ON THEIR 
OWN, EITHER DIRECTLY WITH PERSONNEL TRAINED BY US DURING 
NIMBUS STREAM OPERATION OR THROUGH ENGAGING COMMERCIAL 
COMPANY TO DO THE JOB. WE DO NOT CONSIDER IT EITHER 
NECESSARY OR DESIRABLE FOR U.S. NAVY TO UNDERTAKE 
REMOVAL OF MINES. 

4. IF DEPT OR ADDRESSEES HAVE OTHER VIEWS, PLEASE 
ADVISE. 
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